
Such was the impact of the recent lockdown on the world’s 
economic activity that CO2 emissions are set to decrease 
this year, by 4% to 7%.1

Yet as the world restarts, it does so in the knowledge that 
net emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases must fall 
to zero by 2050 if it is to stand any chance of keeping the 
planet’s mean temperature less than 2oC above its pre-
industrial levels. This aim was enshrined in the so-called 
Paris Agreement which 190 countries signed in 2015.

Consider, however, that this reduction of emissions to zero 
needs to be achieved without putting the world economy 
on hold, as was the case earlier this year. This seems like a 
tall order, given that net emissions have grown by 40% over 
the past 30 years.2

In the face of such a massive challenge, and as consumers 
grow more concerned about the environment, how can 
organisations both small and large make a difference?

In it together:
Why carbon offsetting is right for your organisation, and our shared environment.

1 “The Great Disrupter”, The Economist, 17 Sept 2020, https://econ.st/30Gl2tR
2. ibid 
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Not a single business will be untouched by the environment 
over the next ten years, as climate change will take an 
increasing toll on operational resilience, as resources 
become scarce, the planet warms and the climate
becomes more unstable.

Tighter regulations will force businesses to do more to 
address their environmental impact, as Governments 
strive to meet their commitments under the Paris 
agreement. Environmental matters will move still further 
up the agenda as businesses and consumers alike expect 
organisations to play a more involved role in wider efforts 
to reduce carbon emissions.

Ownership of impacts will become mandatory and we will 
move from voluntary offsetting to compulsory action, and 
all businesses will need to comply. Not doing anything is 
simply not an option anymore.

Doing nothing is not an option
Carbon offsetting allows businesses to invest in projects 
that save an equivalent amount of CO2 to that generated 
as they go about their business. It gives organisations the 
ability to balance their carbon ‘footprint’, whether these 
emissions are produced when they manufacture products, 
provide their services or simply keep an office open, or 
they run a shop. 

While carbon offsetting minimises the environmental 
impact of an organisation’s day to day activity, it also 
provides much needed support to communities, delivering 
social economic and carbon reduction projects in 
developing countries. And it provides distinct business 
benefits also, so doing the right thing also makes sound 
business sense.

What is carbon offsetting?

Offsetting is simple. We calculate the emissions that are 
generated from your organisation’s activities. These may 
include the energy and other resources that your buildings 
use, the travel you undertake, even the products you sell 
– from the procurement of materials, manufacturing and 
then through to their delivery and even daily use.

Having identified where the carbon is created, and how, 
we then help you offset this amount through a number of 
sustainable environmental schemes that have a positive 
social impact as well as balancing your carbon footprint. 
We manage the scheme and certify that your organisation 
is carbon-neutral.

How does carbon offsetting work?

The answer lies in carbon management
and carbon offsetting.



Sometimes wrongly dismissed as a box-ticking exercise, 
going carbon neutral is anything but that: fundamentally, it 
is the right thing to do. But increasingly, it’s also the smart 
thing to do, as customers are starting to insist that the 
people they do business with have made similar efforts 
to address their environmental footprints. Larger firms, in 
particular are looking closely at their entire supply chains 
– and all the businesses that operate within them – to 
ensure they are carbon neutral.

And, if you sell to consumers, be aware that younger 
generations are more likely to do buy goods and services 
form organisations that treat the environment seriously, 
and are taking steps to minimise their impact on climate 
change. For even the smallest of businesses, carbon 
offsetting shows you take the environment seriously, 
and listen to your customers. It allows you to get ahead 
of your competition, as consumer demand, regulatory 
requirements and business sense will ensure they follow 
in due course. It’s smart to do so now.

Finally, offsetting the carbon created by your business 
need not be expensive: indeed, it is well within the grasp 
of the smallest of businesses. And, at a time, when everyone 
is watching their bottom line, it is a cost effective way of 
investing in the future of your business.

Why offset my carbon?



Audit
We provide full end to end environmental assessments for 
organisations small and large: this first step in the carbon 
management process is used to identify the key sources 
of emissions and potential areas of savings. Our audits fit 
your company’s needs, and comply with internationally 
recognised standards, including: 

• PAS 2060:2010 Specification for the demonstration of 
 carbon neutrality
• PAS 2050:2011 Specification for the assessment of the life 

cycle greenhouse gas emissions of goods and services
• Greenhouse Gas Protocol Product Life Cycle Accounting 

and Reporting Standard 2011

Offset
Having measured your carbon footprint, we offer 
premium offset credits from community-based projects that 
improve the quality of life for local people and help to 
protect the ecosystem services which they depend upon.

Accredit
GaiaWise accreditation is then given to clients, to cer-
tify that the carbon footprint of their product, service 
or entire organisation is entirely neutral or offset using 
internationally approved carbon credits generated by our 
projects. 

Benefit
We provide tailored communication materials, along with 
detailed impact reports to demonstrate your project’s 
contribution towards the UN’s Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and enhancing your organisation’s corporate 
social responsibility.
 
Investing in our emission reduction projects therefore 
goes beyond climate change mitigation by making a 
measurable contribution towards the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals and enhancing your organisation’s 
corporate social responsibility. 

How do I offset my carbon?
Improved cooking stoves
Cookstove projects support the construction and dissemi-
nation of improved cooking solutions for rural communities 
that primarily rely on highly inefficient, traditional cook-
ing methods. With firewood as the only accessible energy 
source, inefficient burning exposes households to hazardous 
household air pollution, drives deforestation, and releases 
significant carbon emissions.

Safe water
We support rural villages in developing nations with no 
access to clean water sources. With over 8 billion litres of 
clean water delivered so far, our projects ensure that lives 
are saved by providing clean water. Typically, unclean water 
carries a high number of diseases and must be boiled to 
make it safe, creating harmful emissions in the process. 

Mangroves
Our mangrove projects re-establish a critical ecosystem, 
key to tackling climate change while supporting local 
communities with a sustainable future. Fast growing and 
incomparably capable of storing large amounts of carbon, 
mangrove forests thrive in salty waters where the root 
systems form a barrier against soil erosion and provide a 
haven for wildlife and livelihood opportunities.

A sample of our projects

Carbon offsetting is simple with Gaia Together.

Find out more at gaiatogether.com

http://gaiatogether.com

